[Two patients with joint pain as initial presentation of a haematological malignancy].
A 75-year-old man and a 53-year-old woman had longstanding joint pain, for which they had been treated with NSAIDs. When the symptoms worsened, a thorough diagnostic investigation was conducted that revealed myeloproliferative bone-marrow disorders in both patients. The man, who had polyarticular gout secondary to chronic myelomonocytic leukaemia, was able to maintain control of his joint pain with medical treatment. In the woman, with a history of stable joint pain due to polyarthritis, deterioration of the symptoms and the development of pancytopaenia led to a diagnosis of acute lymphocytic leukaemia; she died after receiving multiple courses of chemotherapy. The possibility of an underlying malignancy should be considered in patients with atypical symptoms in the locomotor system, an unexpected course or anomalous secondary symptoms.